ASYMPTOTIC BEHAVIOR OF SOLUTIONS TO THE LIQUID
CRYSTAL SYSTEMS IN H™(R3)

MIMI DAT AND MARIA SCHONBEK

ABSTRACT. In this paper we study the large time behavior of regular solutions
to a nematic liquid crystals system in Sobolev spaces H™(R3) for m > 0.We
obtain optimal decay rates in H"(R3) spaces, in the sense that the rates
coincide with the rates of the underlying linear counterpart. The fluid under
consideration has constant density and small initial data.

1. INTRODUCTION

In this paper we consider the asymptotic behavior of solutions to the simplified
model of nematic liquid crystals (LCD) with constant density in Sobolev spaces
H™(R3) for m > 0:

ug+u-Vu+Vr =vAu—V - (Vd® Vd),
(1.1) dy+u-Vd=Ad— f(d),
V.u=0.

The equations are considered in R x (0,7'). Here, 7 : R® x [0,7] — R is the fluid
pressure, u : R3x [0, 7] — R? the fluid velocity, and d : R? x [0, 7] — R? the director
field representing the alignment of the molecules. The constant v > 0 stands for
the viscosity coefficient. Without loss of generality, by scaling, we set v = 1. The
forcing term Vd ® Vd in the equation of conservation of momentum denotes the
3 x 3 matrix whose ij-th entry is given by “V;d - V;d”,1 < ¢,5 < 3. This force
Vd ® Vd is the stress tensor of the energy about the director field d, where the
energy is given by:

%/ \Vd|*da +/ F(d)dx
R3 R3
where . ,
F(d) = @(Idl2 —1)%  f(d)=VF(d)= ?(lcu2 —1)d,

for a constant 7 in this paper. The F(d) is the penalty term of the Ginzburg-Landau
approximation of the original free energy for the director field with unit length.
We consider the following initial conditions:

(1.2) u(z,0) =ug(z), V-ug=0,
(13) A(x,0) = do(),  |do(x)| = 1,
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and
(1.4) ug € H™(R?), do —wo € H™H(R?),

for any integer m > 1 with a fixed vector wy € S?, that is, |wo| = 1.

The flow of nematic liquid crystals can be treated as slow moving particles where
the fluid velocity and the alignment of the particles influence each other. The hy-
drodynamic theory of liquid crystals was established by Ericksen [7, 8] and Leslie
[15, 16] in the 1960’s. As F.M. Leslie points out in his 1968 paper: “liquid crys-
tals are states of matter which are capable of flow, and in which the molecular
arrangements give rise to a preferred direction”. There is a vast literature on the
hydrodynamic of liquid crystal systems. For background we list a few, with no
intention to be complete: [9, 12, 13, 18, 19, 17, 1, 2, 3, 4, 24, 20, 11]. In particu-
lar, the asymptotic behavior of solutions to the flow of nematic liquid crystals was
studied for bounded domains in [18, 24]. It was shown in [24] that, with suitable
initial conditions, the velocity converges to zero and the direction field converges
to the steady solution to the following equation

(1.5) d(xz) = do(x),z € 0.

{—Ad—i—f(d) =0,2€Q

In [24], Lemma 2.1 the Lojasiewicz-Simon inequality is used to derive the conver-
gence when () is a bounded domain.

In our previous work [5], we established a preliminary decay rate for the solutions
in R3 to (1.1), subject to the additional condition on the director field which insures
that the initial director field tends to a constant unit vector wg, as the space variable
tends to infinity:

(1.6) lim dy(z) = wo.

|z|—o00

This behavior at infinity of the initial director field allows to obtain the stability
without needing the Liapunov reduction and Lojasiewicz-Simon inequality, since
wp is a non-degenerate steady solution to (1.5).

The paper is organized as follows, in section 2 we recall some previous results,
give some preliminary estimates and state the main Theorem. In section 3 we ob-
tain the decay rate for the velocity in L?(R?). Section 4 deals with the decay rate
for gradient of the director field in L?(R?). The last section gives decay rates in
H™ for the velocity and the director vector. All the obtained rates are optimal.
The rates obtained improve the rates obtained in [5]. We work with regular solu-
tions with small data. The main tools used are the Fourier splitting method and
appropriate energy estimates.

Remark 1.1. We note that for the L? the decay rates can be obtained also for
weak solutions. In this case one shows the decay for approximations in the form we
do in the paper and passing to the limit it will follow for the solutions. We expect
that for higher derivatives one can obtain the decay for approximations, and show
that eventually the solutions become small and the use the results in this paper.
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2. PRELIMINARIES

We start from the basic energy estimates and Ladyzhenskaya higher order en-
ergy estimates [14, 5]. We establish that the velocity u converges to 0 with decay
rate (1 +¢)~/* in L?(R%) and that the convergence of the direction field d to the

constant steady solution wgy with the decay rate (1 + t)_%(l_%) in LP(R3) for any
p > 1. The main ingredients are the Fourier splitting method and the Gagliardo-
Nirenberg interpolation techniques.

We recall that for small data there exists a smooth solution given by

Theorem 2.1. [5] Let ug and dy satisfy (1.2)-(1.4). Assume that ug € H'(R?)
and dy —wy € H*(R?) N LY(R3) for a unit vector wy. There is a positive small
number €y such that if

(2.7) ol gs) + lldo — woll 2 gs) < eo,

then the system (1.1) has a classical solution (u,7,d) in the time period (0,T), for
all T > 0. That is, for some « € (0,1)

= C1+a/2,2+a((0,T) % RS)
(2.8) Vr e C%22((0,T) x R?)
de Cl+a/2’2+a((0,T) % ]R3)

And the solution (u,m,d) satisfies the following basic energy estimate and higher
order energy estimate

T
(2.9) / [ul® +|Vd* + 2F(d)dz + 2/ / |Vul? + |Ad — f(d)|*dzdt
R3 0 R3

< |luollZ sy + | Vol| 72 gs)

T
(2.10) / |Vu|2+|Ad\2dx+/ / |Au|? + |VAd|*dzdt
R3 0 R3

< C(|luoll 7 gy + ldo = woll7r2s))-
with the constant C' depending only on initial data and on 7.

In [5] we established the following decay result for the regular solutions obtained
in Theorem 2.1:

Theorem 2.2. Let (u,m,d) be a regular solution to the system (1.1) with initial
data (1.2) and (1.3) and boundary condition (1.4) for m = 1. Assume additionally
up € LY(R3) and dy —wo € LP(R?), for any 1 < p < oo and a unit vector wy. There
ezists a small number e¢g > 0 such that if

(2.11) ol 371 (gsy + lldo — woll 32 gs) < €os
then
_3(1_1
(2.12) [d(-,t) — wOHLF(]R3) < Op”do - ’LUoHLp(Rs)(l +1) 2 (1 P),
(2.13) IV (d(-,t) — wo) |22 gy < C(L+14)71,
(R3)

(2.14) (- )32 @) < CL+1)77,
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where the various constants C depend only on initial data, C, depends on the data
and p.

We first need to establish energy estimates for the velocity u in H™(R?) and the
director field d in H™*1(R3), for all m > 1, starting with more regular initial data.
We will use the following notation

(2.15) O3 (t) = D ulls(gsy + DM 2o gy

(2.16) w0 = S 80
k

=0

Theorem 2.3. Let (u,m,d) be a regular solution to the system (1.1) obtained in
Theorem 2.1. Assume (1.4) holds. Then the solution (u,7,d) satisfies, for all
m>1

T
(2.17) /\I’gnd.%‘—i-/ / 02 . dxdt
R3 0 R3

< Cn([[uo]Frm wsy + o — wol|Frm+1 ms))-

The constant Cyy, depends only on initial data, n and Cy, for k=0,...,m —1, and
Cy depends only on the data.

Our main result reads as follows

Theorem 2.4. Assume the initial data (ug,do) satisfies (1.2)-(1.4), ug € L*(R3)
and d —wg € LP(R3) for p > 1. Let (u,m,d) be the regular solution obtained in
Theorem 2.1. Then, for all m >0

—(ma+-3
(2.18) (e, )12 oy < Con(L 4 ) =42,
(2.19) Id(-,t) — wo| 3 (gs) < Crm(1+ 1)~ F2),
(2.20) ID™u(-, ) e sy < Con(1+1) "2,
and
_m+3
(2.21) [D™(d(-,t) — wo)l[Loems) < Crm(14+1)7 2.

Here the various constants Cy, depend only on initial data and m.

Remark 2.5. In [5] where we established Theorem 2.2, we remarked that inequality
(2.12) doest not include the limit case p = oo which would produces the decay of
d—wp in L>(R?) with the rate (14-¢)~3/2. The reason was that the small constant
€0 in Theorem 2.2 would be forced to be zero if p = co. In this paper, we are able
to obtain the optimal decay rate (14t)~3/2 for d—wjg in L>°(R?), which is included
in (2.21).

In [21], the authors studied the large time behavior of solutions to Navier-Stokes
equation in H™(R™) for all n < 5. The decay estimate (2.18) for the velocity
obtained in Theorem 2.4 coincides with the result in [21] for Navier-Stokes equation.
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3. HIGHER ORDER ENERGY ESTIMATES

In this section we show that solutions with initial data in H™(R3) remain in
H™(R3) for all time. We prove the energy inequality (2.17) in Theorem 2.3. The
main tool used is a modified Ladyzhenskaya energy method (see [6]).

In the sequel we need to use a Gagliardo-Nirenberg interpolation inequality. For
completeness we recall the inequality here

Proposition 3.1. [10] Let w € W™ P(R™)NLI(R™), forl1 <p < oo andl < g < 0.
Then

(3.22) ID*w] r(eny < Con | D™ w]|F0 (s 0| ey
for any integer k € [0,m — 1], where
1 k 1 m 1
3.23 =S hac-D)+(1-a)>-
(3.23) L= tral =T+ (1-a)
with a € [£,1], either if p=1 orp > 1 and m—k— 2 ¢ NU{0}, while a € [£.1),
ifp>1andm—k—2% e NU{0}
We now prove Theorem 2.3.
Proof of Theorem 2.3: The proof proceeds by induction. We recall that

inequality (2.17) for m = 0 is easily obtained by energy estimates and has been
established in [5]. Suppose (2.17) holds for m =1,2,...,j — 1, that is

T
(3.24) / rde+ / / Ui dadt
R3 0 JR3

< Cj—l(HUOH%Im(]RS) + lldo — wo”%[”‘*'l(]l@))'
We need show (2.17) holds for m = j. Let 0 < k < j. Recall that
(3.25) (t) = HDkUH%z(RB) + HDkHd”%z(Ri’»y

The idea is to establish an ordinary differential inequality for CIDi (t) using the
equations in system (1.1) and Gagliardo-Nirenberg interpolation inequalities, and
then sum all the terms ®F(t), ®3(t),..., D7 (t).

Remark 3.2. We note that since u, d are in H™ and are regular,there are no
boundaries that we have worry about in the subsequent integration by parts.

Taking derivative of ®%(¢) with respect to time yields

1d
(3.26) ~—®3(t)= | DFu- D uydx + / Dl DM, dx
2 dt R3 ]RS
= — DFtly . DFYudr — DF24. D*d,dx
RS RB

Taking the (k — 1)-th spatial derivative on the first equation in (1.1) gives
DF Yy, = D*"'Au — D*"Y(u - Vu) — DF"1Vr — DF1(V - (Vd @ Vd)).
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Thus,

(3.27) 7/ DFlyDE 1y,
]Ra

=- |D*)?de + [ D*uDF Y (u - Vu)da
R3

R3
+ [ DFfYuDF (V. (Vd ® Vd))dx
R3
1
< —= |Dk+1u|2dx+4/ |Dk(u®u)|2dx+4/ |D*(Vd ® Vd)|*dx.
2 R3 R3 R3

Taking the k-th spatial derivative on the second equation in (1.1) gives
D¥d, = D¥Ad — D*(u - Vd) — D*(f(d)).

Thus,

(3.28)

. / Dk+2de:dt
R3

=— [ |D*2%d%dx + / DF24DF(u - Vd)dx + / D*T24DF f(d)dx
R3 R3 R3
1
R3
Inserting (3.27) and (3.28) into (3.26) yields,
d

(3.29) —@2(t)+/ |Dk+1u|2da:+/ | DF 242 da
dt R3 R3

<

1
\Dk+2d\2dx+4/R3 |Dk(u-Vd)|2da:+4n—2 /RS |D*((|d]* — 1)d)|*d.

§4U |Dk(u®u)|2dx+/ |Dk(Vd®Vd)|2dx]
R3 R3

1
4 U DM (u - V) 2dz + 7772/ \DF((d]? 1)d)2dx]
R3 R3
= A[[ + 11+ 111 +1V].

The four terms on the right hand side of (3.29) are estimated as follows.
For I, we have
(3.30) I <2lullfe [ D*ullZz + 20 Vulf | D ulfs + I,
with
0, ifk=2,3
3.31 I = (ke ’ .
o { S ID | DMl > 4.

Where [a] denotes the largest integer that is less than or equal a.
Recall u is regular by (2.8), ||u|| L~ and || Vu|| L= are bounded by some fixed constant
C. By the induction hypothesis (3.24), | D¥~'u||2. is bounded by ¥%. Thus,

(3.32) [ullZoe | D ullZs + [VullFoe [|D*~ a2 < CTOE(H)]-

By the remark above C denotes an absolute constant. Applying Gagliardo-Nirenberg
interpolation inequality,

1D ullz < CID™2ul|folull 12
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with a = 33 < 1. Thus, if & > 4, by the last inequality and (3.31),
[(k=2)/2]
(3.33) L<C N D 238D 2 35
r=2

Note that when & > 4, r +2 < k — 1 for all » < [(k — 2)/2]. Hence, by induction
hypothesis (3.24), it follows from (3.33)

(3.34) I < CpUi(t).
Combining (3.30), (3.31), (3.32) and (3.34) gives
(3.35) I < CRLUi(t)
For 11, we have
(3.36) 11 <2|Vd|}x | D] + 2| D23 | DMdl3 + 11,
with
0, ifk=2,3
3.37 11, = ' ’
( ) 1 { Z[ (k—2)/2] HDTHdH%w||Dk7r+1d|‘%2, if k> 4.

Since d is regular in the sense of (2.8), ||Vd||z~ and || D?d||p~ are bounded. By
induction hypothesis (3.24), [|[D*d||2, is bounded by ¥3. Thus,

(3.38) IVd|[Z~ID*d||22 + | D*d||Z || D*d 72 < CE(2).
Applying Gagliardo-Nirenberg interpolation inequality,
| D7) e < CID™d]lg |V 75

with a = g:ﬁ < 1. Thus, if k > 4, by the last inequality and (3.37),

[(k—2)/2]
(3.39) I, <C Z | D3| 24 || DF 1) 2. | v 20 .

Note that when k > 4, r +3 < k for all r < [(k — 2)/2]. Hence, by induction
hypothesis (3.24), it follows from (3.39)

(3.40) IT, < CLUi(t)
Combining (3.36), (3.37), (3.38) and (3.40) gives
(3.41) IT < CpUi(1).

For 111, we have
(342) I < |lulZ=[ID*1d|[Z2 + [VulZ || D*d| 22 + | D*ul|Z || D* d] 2
+[IVd|[ 2o [|D*ul| 22 + | Dd|| 2o [|D* Ml G2 + T1T4,
with
0 'f k=234,
(3.43) IIT, = . _— _
s D7l | DE 3, if k> 5.

Recall u and d are regular by (2.8), || D"u|/z~ and ||D"d| L~ are bounded for r =
0,1,2. By induction hypothesis (3.24), ||D¥~'u||2,, |D¥~1d||2, and || D"*d||?. are
bounded by ¥%. Thus, by (3.42),

(3.44) IIT < CV3(t) + I11,.
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Applying Gagliardo-Nirenberg interpolation inequality,

(3.45) ID"d| 1 < C|ID™2d]|2|d — wol 1

with a = 3243 < 1. Thus, by (3.43)
k—2

(3.46) 11 < €Y D722 | DF= Ll 22 d — w20,
r=3

Note that r +2 < kand k—r+1 < k—2 for all r € [3,k — 2], when k > 5. Hence,
by induction hypothesis (3.24), it follows from (3.46)

(3.47) IIT, < CyV3.
Combining (3.44) and (3.47) gives
(3.48) IIT < C®L(t) 4 Cy.
Note that |d| < 1. For IV, we have
. = 2 + =] 2 + [=S] 2
(3.49) IV < C||D*d|[72 + V|1 | D* 1|22 + | D*d| 2 | D217
k—3
+ Y 1D | DFd 2o
r=3
By (3.45) and induction hypothesis (3.24), it follows from (3.49)
(3.50) IV < CRLU(t).
Combining (3.29), (3.35), (3.41), (3.48) and (3.50) yields
d

Z®h(®) + DMl + [[DMH2||T. < CRT(1).

Summing the last inequalities for k = 0,...,j yields

d
(3.51) %\I@(t) + W3, (1) < CyU3(t).
Integrating (3.51) yields by the inductive Hypothesis

(3.52)
t t
\I/?(t)+/0 Ur () < \I}?(O)—’_Cj/o U2(t) < Cj (luoll s rey + ldo — woll i+ re)) -

This concludes the proof of the Theorem.
O

4. IMPROVEMENT OF THE VELOCITY DECAY RATE

In [5], for solutions with uo € L?(R3) N L*(R?) , appropriate assumptions on the
data dy and sufficiently small data, we showed that the velocity satisfies [|u/|2, <

c(1+ t)*%. In this section, with the same assumptions we show that the velocity
has the optimal decay rate |jul?, < C(1+ t)~2. Namely, we show

Lemma 4.1. Assume ug € H'(R?) N LY(R?) and dy —wo € H?(R3) N LY (R3). Let
u be a smooth solution obtained in Theorem 2.1 with data satisfying (2.11). Then,
u satisfies

(4.53) [ul|32 sy < C(1+1)75.
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Proof: Asin [5], the Fourier splitting method, [22, 23], is applied to establish the
decay of solution. We decompose the frequency domain R? into two time dependent
subdomains S(t) and its complement S¢(t). Define

k

(154) s) = {ee® 1 <o) = ()
1+t
for a constant k that will be specified bellow. One of the key estimates to establish
decay of velocity
(4.55) [ul|7egsy < C(1+1)"2
in [5] is that the Fourier transform of the solution u satisfies
la(¢, 1)l < Clgl~" for £ € S(1).

We show first that with the decay estimate (4.55), the Fourier transform of the
velocity u satisfies
(4.56) (e, < C,  for & € S(t)

for an absolute constant C'. As a consequence, we proceed with a similar analysis
as in [5] and obtain the optimal decay (4.53) for the velocity.
Taking the Fourier transform of Navier-Stokes equation in system (1.1) yields

(4.57) ay +[€Pa = G(& 1)
where
G, t) = —F(u-Vu) — F(Vr) — F(V - (Vd® Vd)),
and F indicates the Fourier transform. Multiplying (4.57) by the integrating factor
elé’t yields

2 [eléa) = el (e, 1)
Integrating in time gives
t
(4.58) ae,t) = e 1, +/ e 1= G (¢, 5)ds.
0

We analyze each term in G(,t) separately. We have

(4.59)  |F(u-Vu)|=|F(V-(u@u)| < Z/Rs i ||€;|de < C(1+ )~ 1/2¢|
0.
due to (4.55).
In [5], we obtained decay for the gradient of director field d as
VA3 gs) < C(L+1)73/4
Thus, we have
(4.60) |F(V - (Vd® Vd)| < C(1+1)73/4¢).

Taking divergence of the velocity equation in system (1.1) yields
92 o 92 -
Ar=— ful) — a'vd’).

Taking the Fourier transform of the last equation gives

EPF(m) = =) &G F (i) =Y GGF(VAVD).
.

,J
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Combining (4.59), (4.60) and the last equation yields
F(m) < C+1)~Y2,

and thus

(4.61) F(Vr) <O +1)~ Y2
Combining (4.59), (4.60) and (4.61) yields

(4.62) G(&,0)| < C(L+1)7"2¢], for & € S(1).

From (4.58) and (4.62) we have
2 t 2
(4.63) (€, 1)] < e | + / TV (14 5) 7 g ds
0

Since ug € L', we have |ig| < C for all €. Performing integration on the right hand
side of (4.63) gives

(¢, 6)| < Ce™ ¥ 4 o1+ )¢ < ©
since £ € S(t) and |¢] < C(1 +t)~'/2. This completes the proof of (4.56).

Multiplying the velocity equation in (1.1) by u and integrating by parts yields

lﬁ/ IUIzd:er/ IVUIde:/ Vu(Vd ® Vd)da
2dt Jps R3 R3

1
< */ |Vu|*dx + C’/ |Vd ® Vd|*dz.
2 Jgs R3
Thus,
d
(4.64) —/ |u|2—|—/ |Vu|2dx§C/ |Vd ® Vd|*da.
dt Jps R3 R3
The right hand side of (4.64) is estimated by

Vd @ Vd|2de — / (Vd @ Vd)(Vd ® Vd)da
R3 R3

:73/ (d — wo) Ad Vd © Vd
R3

IN

1
= |Vd®Vd|2dx+C/ |d — wo|?*| Ad|dz.
2 R3 R3

It follows that

/ |Vd ® Vd|*dx < C/ |d — wo|*|Ad|*dx
R3 R3

gc(/ |d—w0|pda:>p</ |Adf”2dx) ’
R3 R3

p—2

=l =l ( [ 18087200 )

<Cld - w0||2Lp(R3)7
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for p > 2. The last step followed from the energy estimate (2.10) and recalling that
| Ad]| o (3 x[0,77) is bounded since d € H™(RR?) is regular by (2.8) in Theorem 2.1.
Thus, (2.12) in Theorem 2.2 yields

/ \Vd ® Vd|*dz < C(1 +1) 30~ %),

R3

for any p > 2. Therefore, it follows from (4.64)
d

(4.65) 7/ luf2de +/ Vul2dz < C(1+ 1)),
dt R3 R3

Applying Plancherel’s theorem to (4.65) gives

d
G [ iapag [ jePiapd < o n=0oh,
dt Jrs R3

We reorganize the last inequality as

e / e /sw |€‘2m|2d5—/ l€[2|al?de + C(1 + )30

== 1+t jaf*d¢ — / 1€[2[a)2de + C(1 + )33

/\|2 o  lilPaE 004070,

Due to (4.56) we have |u| < C, hence

r(t) ‘
/ li2dg < c/ P2dr < C(1+1)52.
S(t)
By (4.66) choosing any p > 6
/ |a)2d€ + —/ i2d¢ < C(1+)"3 + C(1+1) 303
<C(1+1)"3.
Multiplycation by the integrating factor (1 +¢)* yields

;t {( )" /3 |@2d€} <O 41)+3

Integration in time gives

3

(1+1) / il d§</ (€, 0)Pde + C[(1+ ) —1].
Thus,
[ arde< a0 [ aEora+cia ot - a7
Since ug € L%, 4(0) € L? by Plancherel’s theorem. We choose k > 3/2. Hence
/ lu2de < C(1+ )3,
R3

The proof of the Lemma is complete.
O
The rest of this section deals with an auxiliary estimate for the velocity u in L.
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Lemma 4.2. Let u be the solution of system (1.1) with initial data satisfying the
conditions in Theorem 2.1. Then we have

(4.67) Jull e gs) < Con(1+1) 3072,
form > 1.
Proof: By Gagliardo-Nirenberg inequality (3.22), we have
ullpe < D™l lull 2"
with @ = 5%, Combining the estimates (2.17), (4.53) and the above inequality
yields
lullz= < Con(1+ 1)~ 10720

which establishes the conclusion of the lemma.
O

Remark 4.3. The rate in Lemma 4.2 will be improved to (14 ¢)~3/2 in Section 6.

5. OPTIMAL DECAY RATE OF Vd

The goal of this section is to establish that Vd decays in L*(R3) at the rate
(1+1t)"1%.

We first obtain an auxiliary decay rate for d — wg in L>(R?),

Lemma 5.1. Let d be the solution obtained in Theorem 2.1. Assume the initial
data satisfies the conditions in Theorem 2.2. Then

3.p—1
2 pr2

(5.68) d(-,t) — wol|poo(msy < C(1+1)" , p>1
where the constant C' depends only on the initial data.
Proof: By the Gagliardo-Nirenberg interpolation inequality,
ld —wollz~ < C|D*d||f2ld — wol| "
2

with a = 3 Due to the energy estimate (2.10) and the decay estimate in Theorem

2.2, we have that
2

[d — wol|p= < C(L+ ) 20-D0==5) | p> 1,

which proves (5.68).
O

Corollary 5.2. Let d be the solution obtained in Theorem 2.1. Assume the initial
data satisfies the conditions in Theorem 2.2. Then

(5.69) (d+wo)-d >0,
for sufficiently large time ¢.
Proof: Taking p =7 in (5.68) yields
ld — woll~ < C(L+ ).
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Hence, we have
(d—wo)-d=|d*+d-wp
= |d* 4+ (d — wo) - wo + 1
> |d* + 1 — |d — wo||wo|
>d?+1-C(1+t)!
>0

for sufficiently large time ¢. This proves (5.69).
O

Lemma 5.3. Let d be the solution obtained in Theorem 2.1. Assume the initial
data satisfies the conditions in Theorem 2.2. Then

(5.70) IVd(-, )| 2@s) < C(1+1)71.
The constant C depends only on the initial data.

Proof: Multiply the director field equation in (1.1) by Ad and integrate over
R3, then

1i/ |Vd\2d:1:+/ |Ad|2dx:/ (u-Vd)Addz + | f(d)Adda.
2dt R3 R3 R3 R3

We need the following auxiliary estimates

1
/ (1 Vd) Adda gz/ \Ad|2dm+0||u||2Loo/ Vd|2dz
R3 R3 R3

(5.71)

and since |wg| =1
1
f(d)Adde = ——= [ V[(d+wo)(d — wo)d]Vddx
R3 n- Jrs
1

< C||d — wo| g~ / \Vd|*dx — 7/ (d +wp) - d|Vd|*da
R3 n- Jrs

< Cld — wo| g / \Vd|*dz,
R3

where we used the facts that |d] < 1 and (d+wy)-d > 0 for large time, see Corollary
5.2. Combining the last two inequalities with (5.71) yields

d
—/ \Vd)?da +/ |Ad)?da
dt R3 R3
< C(lull~ + |~ woll=) [ | [VaPda
<C(1+t)" 20 2m) 4 (1+t)—%'i%)/ \Vd|?dx
R3
due to Lemma 4.2 and Lemma 5.1. Taking m = 5,p = 7 yields that
d
(5.72) 7/ |Vd|*dx +/ |Ad|?de < Co(1+t)~ [ |Vd|*da.
dt Jps R3 R3

Apply now the Fourier splitting method to obtain the decay estimate. We choose
an appropriate constant k for the time dependent sphere S(¢) as in (4.54), such
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that k — Cp > 5/2. Here the constant Cj is the one on the right hand side of (5.72).
Proceeding by the Fourier splitting method gives

(5.73) [ 1adpds= [ v P
R3 R3\S
> 2[R
14t R3\S
~ 117 [ Fwa) df——/|]—'Vd| d.
Combining (5.72) and (5.73) yields,
d

(5.74)

k—Cy
— vd|?dx + ——— Vvd|*d
G [ varar+ 5= /RS\ 2da

< b / F(Va)de

T [ woPs

Multiplying (5.74) by the factor (1 +¢)*~¢° and integrating in time yields

/ |Vd|2dx§(1+t)‘(k_00)/ |Vdo|2das—|—(1+t)‘1/ |d — wo|*dx
R3 R3 R3

5

<C(1+t)" 2,

due to the decay estimate in Theorem 2.2 and the choice k — Cy > 5/2. This

completes the proof of the Lemma.
O

6. DECAY OF SOLUTIONS IN HIGHER ORDER SOBOLEV SPACES

In this section we obtain the decay estimates for u in H™(R?) and d in H™(R3)
with m > 1. The method involves induction and a Fourier splitting argument.

We recall the following Gagliardo-Nirenberg inequalities
(6.75) ID"ullpe < CID™ a7 flul 2
(6.76) ID*d||z~ < C||D™* 1|75 | d — wol| 2™

with a; = “532 for i > 1and 1+3/2<m—1/2. .

We first establish the following auxiliary estimates.
Lemma 6.1. Let d be the solution obtained in Theorem 2.1. Then d satisfies

(6.77) [Vd|| e < C(1+¢)”50-3%)

(6.78) | D%d|| g < C(1+ 1)~ 30~ 2%)
for k> 1.
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Proof: Taking w=Vd, k=0, r =00, and p = ¢ = 2 in (3.22) yields, for k > 2
IVdl|z~ < C|ID*d||72(IVd] 2

<C(1+t)"i0-2%)

due to the higher order energy estimate (2.10) in Theorem 2.1 and the decay es-
timate (5.70) in Lemma 5.3. The constant C' depends only on initial data. Thus
(6.77) is proved. The proof of (6.78) is similar and as such is omitted.

O

Remark 6.2. The decay of Vd and Ad in L>(R?) will be improved to the optimal
rates.

We now establish a higher order energy estimate for the solution. The ideas are
based on work in [21].

Lemma 6.3. Let (u,d) be the solution obtained in Theorem 2.1. Assume the initial
data satisfies the conditions in Theorem 2.2. Then (u,d) satisfies, for m > 1

d
(6.79) —/ |Dmu|2+|Dmd|2dx+/ | D™ y)? + | D™ |2 de
dt Jrs R3

Conllulfe + = wolly < + D%l [ 10"l + D" dfds

+ Crlld — wo|3 || D™ 1|22 + Ry,

where
(6.80)
0, =1,2;
2
R,, = Y 1||7-”HL2HDm ’UHLz‘” +Zz  lld— onI o[ DM,

+ 27T lld = wo|Za D ul| 2+ 2 (ld — woll3a ] D™ 1d||
—Rm1+Rm2+Rm3+Rm4, form >3

)

with a; = i;gj_/f. The constants C' in the inequality depend only on the initial data.

Proof: Taking the m-th derivative on the first equation in (1.1), multiplying it
by D™u and integrating over R? yields

th/ | D™l da:—l—/ | D™ |2 dx

=— | D"™(u-Vu)D"udx — D™(V - (Vd® Vd))D"udx
R3 R3

= D" Y u-Vu) D™ ude + [ D™(Vd @ Vd) D" uda
R3 R3
1

<7 |Dm+1u|2dz+/ D™ (u - V)| 2dm+/ |D™(Vd @ Vd)|*dx.
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Therefore,
d m,_ |2 3 m—+1, 12
(6.81) — |D™u|*dx + = | D™ | *dx
dt R3 2 R3

fg/‘HV“%U-Vden+/‘MW%Vw®V®Fdx

R3 R3

< ull 7 D™ ull72 + V|7 < | D™ |72 + (| D?d]|7 | D™ d]|72

+ > IDui D"+ Y DT I

1<i<m/2 2<i<(m—2)/2

Using (6.75) gives that

(6.82) S D 1D 3
1<i<m/2
<C S ID ) ull 7D 3
1<i<m/2
1 m 2 1 a;
< g™ ullfa ¢ YT ulffa DM a7,
1<i<m/2
Using (6.76) gives that
(6.83) S D) D3

2<i<(m—2)/2

<C Z ||Dm+1dH iyl Hd w0||2(1—a7:+1)HDm—i+1dH%2
2<i<(m—2)/2
1 y .
<GP0 YD A= wol D,

2<i<(m—2)/2

Taking the m-th derivative on the second equation in (1.1), multiplying it by
D™d and integrating over R? yields

2dt/ |D™d| dm—i—/ | D™ d2dx

1
=— [ D™(u-Vd)D"d+ ?DM[(\dP — 1)d|D™ddz
R3

1
= [ D"(u @d)l)m+1cz+77 D™ Y(|d)* — 1)d] D™ ddx
R3

1
< Z/ |D™ 12 da +/ ID™(u® d)|? + C| D™ [(|d|? — 1)d]|*dz.
R3 R3

Therefore,

d
(6.84) 4 / D™ d2dx + 2 / D™ L2 dg
dt R3 2 ]R3

< 0/ |ID™(u® d)|* + | D™ (|d]? — 1)d]|*da.
R3
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The first integral on the right hand side of (6.84) is estimated as

(6.85) / |D™(u® d)*dx
R3
< lull 2 D™ d|[72 + |d — wol 2o [ D™ ul 22
m—1
+ ) 1D |7 [ D™ 7
=1

< HUII%oo ID™dl[72 + ld — wol[ < | D™ ull72

* Z D3

d —wol 7% | D™ 3

< HUIILoo ID™d|| 22 + |ld — wol[F < | D™ |2
m—1

m m—i 2/(1— a1
HD T)2s + Con > Nld = woll3: | D™l 72

i=1
The second integral on the right hand side of (6.84) is estimated as

(6.86)

107 4R = s

/ Z|D’ (d + wo)(d — wo)| D™ 1d|2da
R3

=0
(m—1)/2 ' '
< ld = wollz D™ dlfFe + (L4 [ld = wollF) Y ID'd|7 D™ d][7
i=1
(m—1)/2 -1
+ > Y D D7 | DT e
i=1  j=1
Using the interpolation inequality (6.76) gives that
(m-1/2 '
Y D'l |ID™ 7
i=1
(m—1)/2 .
SC Y DT = w7
i=1
1 (m—1)/2

m m—i— 2 1 a;
< GID™ e+ Co Yl = w3l D7 )
i=1

17
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Using the interpolation inequality (6.76) again to the last term in (6.86) gives that

(m—=1)/2i-1
> Y IDdF< |1 D |7 | DT
i=1 j=1
(m—=1)/2 i-1
<C > Zl\Dm“d||2<“f+“*“||dfwo||i<f“”‘“““||Dm*f*1du%z
=1 j=1
1 Lo (m—1)/2 2(12 aaZ) L n2/(1—as
< GID™ A+ G 3l = wol i DM

The last two inequalities combined with (6.86) imply that

(6.87) [P - na s
RS
1
< D™+ — w3 D™ ]
et i 2/(1-ai)
F = wola) S Il = wll2a D20,
=1

2—0.1‘

where we used the facts that $=(* > 1 and that ||d — wo||z2 decays for large time.

Finally, adding the two inequalities (6.81) and (6.84), and using (6.82), (6.83),
(6.85) and (6.87) gives that

d

—/ |D™u|? 4+ |D™d|*dx +/ |D™ |2 + | D™ |2 de

dt R3 R3

< Cllulle + lld = wollfe + ||D2d||%oc)/ | D™ uf? + [ D™d|*dx
R3

+ Cmlld = wol| Lo [|ID™ |72 + Ron,

where
0, =1,2
2
a; T—a;
R, — T 1IIUHL2HD"’ ZUHEZ +ZZ ) lld - wO||L2||Dm )l
+ 30 |d = w32 D™ ZUIIiz‘” + 55 lld = wol 3.1 D1l 15 -,
=Rp1+ Rypo+ Rz + Rypa, form >3
with a; = ’;3/ 2 The proof of the Lemma is complete.

O
We are now ready to prove Theorem 2.4 by induction.

Proof of Theorem 2.4: When m = 0, inequality (2.18) has been established
in Lemma 4.1 Section 4 and inequality (2.19) is proved in Theorem 2.2 (see [5]).
Assume by induction that, for £k =0,1,2,....m — 1,

(6.88) 1D ullF2 (gay < Crc(1+ 1)~ *F/2),

(6.89) ID*d|| 72 sy < Cr(1+ t)=(hH3/2),
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We then apply the Fourier splitting method to the energy estimate (6.79). Lemma
4.2, Lemma 5.1 and inequality (6.78) in Lemma 6.1 imply
[ullZoe + [ld = wollf +[|D?d|| 2~ < C(L+1)7"
Lemma 5.1 also implies
|d —wollre < C(1+¢)7L

The induction hypothesis (6.89) implies

D™ 1|22 < O (1 + 1)~ (mH1/2),
By (6.79) we have

d

(6.90) 7/ |Dmu\2+\Dmd|2dx+/ D™y 4 | DR
dt R3 RS

§0(1+t)‘1/ \D™uf? + |D™d|dz
RS

+C(1+t)"Gtm+2) L CR,,.

For m =1,2, R,, = 0. For m > 3, we proceed to estimate each term R,,; on the
right hand side of (6.80) as follows. The induction hypothesis (6.88) and the decay
estimate (4.53) in Lemma 4.1 yield

m/2

L —
=1

3 m—it3/2
2 1—a,

m—i43/2

< O (L4 ) 5 MDESER < O (1 4 1) GHmD),
The hypothesis (6.88) and the decay estimate (2.12) in Theorem 2.2 yield

m—1 )
3 1/24m—itl

. 2
(6.92) Ryg = > lld = woll3: [ D" a7 < Cu(148)727 7 5
i=1

m—i4+3/2

< Cm(l + t)*%*(erl)m < Cm(l + t)—(%ﬂ—m-ﬁ—l).
The hypothesis (6.89) and the decay estimate (2.12) in Theorem 2.2 yield

(m—2)/2 4 )
(693)  Rma= 3 ld—wolfa|D" "
1=2

3 m—it+3/24+1

<Cp(l48) 727 T

—i+5/2

< Cm(l th)*%*(m*l)%—l?? < Cm(l + t)*(%+m+1).
Similarly as to obtain (6.93), we have
(m—1)/2 ‘ , )
(6:94)  Rpa= > lld—woll72| D™ 7 < Cr(141) G
i=1
Combing the inequalities (6.90)-(6.94) yields

d
(6.95) 7/ \Dmu|2+|Dmd|2dx+/ | D™ y|? + | D™ )2 dr
dt ]R3 ]RS

SCm(1+t)’1/ D™l + | D™ dPd + C (1 4+ 1)~ 4572,
R3
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Applying the Fourier splitting method to the inequality (6.95) yields
(6.96) / D™l + |D™dPdz < Co (14 1)~ 3/,

R3

for all m > 1. This proves inequalities (2.18) and (2.19) for all m > 1.
Apply the following Gagliardo-Nirenberg interpolation inequality

||DmUHL°°(]R3) S C||Dm+2u||%2(R3) ||U||i;(aR3)

with a = 22(213) Combining (4.53) (in Lemma 4.1), (6.96) and the last inequality

yields

1D ]| o gy < Con(1+ )~ G/2FmIDE=% — 0 (1 44)755

This proves inequality (2.20). Inequality (2.21) can be proved similarly. This
completes the proof of Theorem 2.4.
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